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What will I talk about?

• Our research funding to date

• Types of research and what we have funded

• New Research Strategy

• Focus on Partnerships

• Hand over to my colleague Sandra for new 
approach to Research Priority Setting



Research at Stroke Association

• Research funded across the whole stroke care pathway –
over £55M since early 1990s

• A range of awards: ‘PEOPLE’ and ‘PROJECTS’

• Mostly applied and clinical research – relevant to people 

• Capacity building for Allied Health Professionals has been a 
priority



Types of research we fund

• People

• Postgraduate Fellowships

• Postdoctoral Fellowships

• Lectureships

• Fellowships in partnership with other funders

• Projects

• Project Grants

• Joint Clinical Study in stroke (with British Heart 
Foundation)



Awards 2002-2016: £30m

Underpinning,
epidemiology
and prevention

Treatment and
emergency care

Rehabilitation

Carers and
community care

Childhood stroke
and end of life
care

£8.4m
28%

£7m
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£13.3m
44%

£1.65m
5%



The research we fund is 
driven by our strategy



New Research Strategy 2019-24
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Research Strategy 2019-2024

1. Build capacity across multiple disciplines

Develop next generation of stroke research leaders: a 
range of career development opportunities

2. Work with in partnership to raise the profile of, and 
bring more money into, stroke research

Joint funding partnerships, deliver a James Lind 
Alliance Priority Setting Partnership

3. Fund research that will bring the greatest benefit to 
people affected by stroke (renewed focus)

Emergency care and hospital treatment

Rehabilitation and long-term support

Secondary prevention



New partnerships: 
A flavour of the future 
for our stroke research



Working in Partnership to Fund Research

Why?

• Encourage others to invest; increase the amount of research

Who?

• Other funders with an interest in stroke or related conditions 

How?

• Develop new bespoke programme of research that meets a gap 
in the evidence for both/all funders

• Join as a 50:50 co-funding partner on an existing funding stream 
e.g. co-funding Pre-doctoral training fellowships with NIHR



Current New Partnerships

Who are they?

Why work together?

How will we work?

When?

• We launched in May; 

• awards to be made March 2020

When?

• Now!
• awards to be made in July



Upcoming New Partnerships

Who are they?

Why work together?

How will we work?

When? 

• Launching this month; 

• Awards to be made March 2020

When?

• Launch in September

• Awards to be made in 
winter 2020



The research we fund is 
driven by people 
affected by stroke



Stroke Voices in Research

The voice of people affected by stroke in the work we do 
and the research we fund

• Review applications for funding

• Sit on funding panels

• Help set priorities for research

• Work with researchers on applications/projects

• Help to train researchers in how to best to involve people 
affected by stroke



Setting Research 
Priorities – a new 
approach



What will I talk about?

• What are we doing?

• Why are we doing it?

• How will we do it?

• How can you get involved?



What are we doing?

• Working with:
the James Lind 

Alliance
Doctors
Therapists
Researchers
Charities
People affected by 

stroke



Why are we  doing it?

• In the past, research 
priorities were decided 
by researchers and 
pharmaceutical 
companies.

• We think that you, and 
health professionals, 
should have a say.



Why are we doing  it? Our research 
strategy: 



Why are we doing it? – Targeting research 
funding

Sight Loss and Vision Priority Setting 
Partnership – published May 2013

• Fight for Sight: more than £5 million  
awarded to 100 projects 

• NIHR: £2 million for three clinical trials 

• Macular Society: £700,000 grants for 12 
project



Why are we doing it? – Personal impact

“...being involved has given me back 
an element of control over my 
illness.”

patient, Sight Loss and Vision 
Priority Setting Partnership

“…being involved … has changed how I 
practice medicine… my 
understanding of what it means to 
listen to patients... the language I 
use when I speak with them.”

Doctor,  Rare Inherited Anaemias 
Priority Setting Partnership



How will we do it?

Summer 
2019

Winter
2019/20

Summer
2020

Autumn
2020

Spring 
2020



How can you get involved?

1. Tell us 
your 
questions

3. Perhaps come 
to a final 
workshop

2. Tell us your most 
important questions



Want to start talking about research 
priorities here?

Workshop 1a – Help us select this year’s 
research priorities

• Tomorrow at 11.15am
• Led by Laura Piercy and Richard Francis 

from Stroke Association research team



Questions?



Rebuilding lives 
after stroke


