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What we think about: 

Brexit
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We have three main areas of concern 

1. Health and social care 
There are already problems in recruiting  
enough specialist doctors and nurses trained  
in stroke, which means many hospitals don’t 
have adequate staffing levels on stroke units.  
Many of our health and social care staff are  
EU nationals. Changes to our immigration 
system could make it more difficult for EU 
nationals to work here meaning the gaps in 
staffing may increase. 

2. Research 
The UK is one of the largest recipients of 
research funding from the EU.  When it comes  
to science and technology, we get more out 
than we put in. Some of the most important 
stroke-related medical research is funded by the 
EU, involving researchers who have the freedom 
to live and work across all EU nations. By leaving 
the EU there is a risk that vital stroke research 
funding will either be lost or will have to be  
found elsewhere.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Rights for disabled people 
Some of the most fundamental human rights, 
including those that protect people with 
disabilities, are rooted in EU law, which may need 
to be transferred to UK law before the UK leaves.  
Without these legal protections, there is a risk 
that disabled people, including many stroke 
survivors, could lose out. 
 
 
Those negotiating our exit from the EU need  
to make sure that those affected by stroke  
are not disadvantaged. 
 

We are calling on them to:
• ensure there is no impact on patients’ ability  

to access treatments and take part in  
research studies

• ensure the UK stroke research community has 
continued access to EU funding programmes 
and protect overall Government investment in 
UK science and research

• develop a fair immigration system that supports 
our health, social care and research workforces

• ensure that the regulations for medical research 
are aligned between the UK and the EU 

• protect the rights of disabled people and make 
sure that EU legislation relating to those rights 
is fully reflected in UK law.

The European Union has an enormous influence over areas which 
directly impact the lives of stroke survivors and it is important that 
those negotiating the UK’s exit from the EU deliver a deal that doesn’t 
disadvantage those affected by stroke.  

Together we can conquer stroke


