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Background 

The Stroke Association’s vision is for there to be fewer strokes and for people 
affected by stroke to get the help they need to live the best life they can.  We provide 
specialist support, fund critical research and campaign to make sure people affected 
by stroke get the very best care and support. 

We believe in the power of stroke research to save lives and support people affected 
by stroke to rebuild their lives. We’ve funded over £55 million of stroke research in 
the last 30 years, covering everything from pre-hospital identification of stroke and 
emergency care, to rehabilitation and long-term support. 

We want to support stroke research to succeed. We know that recruiting participants 
for research can be difficult, and that people affected by stroke want to take part in 
research but opportunities can be hard to find. We can address both of these 
challenges by sharing opportunities to participate in stroke research studies with our 
networks of people affected by stroke.  

This information relates to participation in clinical research. 

 For information about Patient and Public Involvement in research please visit 
stroke.org.uk/research/our-funding-schemes/patient-and-public-
involvement-in-research.   

 For information about market research please contact 
laura.richards@stroke.org.uk.  

 

https://www.stroke.org.uk/research/our-funding-schemes/patient-and-public-involvement-in-research
https://www.stroke.org.uk/research/our-funding-schemes/patient-and-public-involvement-in-research
mailto:laura.richards@stroke.org.uk


Criteria 

We want to support good quality research with the potential to benefit people 
affected by stroke. To help us to do this we have a set of criteria that you and your 
study must meet in order for us consider your request: 

 The lead applicant must be based at a recognised research institution (e.g. 
University, NHS Trust). 

 You must have, and be able to provide proof of, ethical approval for the study 
you are requesting support for. 

 For studies being completed as part of a qualification, the student(s) leading 
the project must be studying at Masters level or above. Requests from 
undergraduate students will not be accepted. 

 The recruitment deadline must be four or more weeks away. We can’t share 
information about studies where the recruitment deadline is in less than four 
weeks. 

If you do not meet all of the criteria listed above we’ll be unable to consider your 
request and won’t be able to share information about your study. 

What we require from you 

Any researcher requesting our support should complete and return our participant 
recruitment request form along with: 

 Proof of ethical approval 
 A copy of the participant information sheet(s), either a pdf/word document 

copy or a link to an online version. 

We ask for this information to understand more about your research, whether it is 
something we can share, and how we may be able to share the information with our 
networks. You should return your completed form to the research team via 
research@stroke.org.uk.  

We aim to respond to any enquiries within five working days and to review request 
forms received within two working weeks. However, during busy periods there may 
be some delay to this. 

When we have received both your completed request form we will review the 
information to ensure it meets our standards and we will work with you to determine 
the most appropriate route(s) to share information. It is at the discretion of the Stroke 
Association whether to share the opportunity. 

 

mailto:research@stroke.org.uk


We will also work with our colleagues in local areas to determine local team’s 
capacity to share/support the request. There may be times during which we are 
unable to share opportunities due to workload, and approval from the Stroke 
Association research team does not guarantee that colleagues in other teams will be 
able to share the opportunity. We recommend you get in touch early for the best 
chance of success. 

We recommend you get in touch as early as possible. You can return a copy of the 
participant recruitment request form without proof of ethical approval. We’ll then 
review the information you’ve provided and provide confirmation in principle that 
we’re happy to share the opportunity on receipt of proof of ethical approval. We will 
not share any information with our networks until we’ve received proof of ethical 
approval. 

 

Frequently asked questions 

Can you share information about my study on your website? 

No. We only include information about research projects we are funding on our 
website. 

Can you share information about my study on your social media accounts? 

We’re only able to share information about studies that we are funding or where 
we’re involved in a strategic partnership on our social media accounts.  

Can you share information about my study with your mailing lists? 

No. We would only consider sharing information with our various mailing lists about 
studies we are funding or where we’re involved in a strategic partnership.  

Is there a cost? 

No. If you are a researcher based at a recognised research institution there is no cost 
involved. 

 

Contact details 

If you have any questions about this policy please contact research@stroke.org.uk.  

Important information 

We will only share information with our networks - we will not actively recruit 
participants for your research. We will only share information about your study once; 

mailto:research@stroke.org.uk


when we’ve done this it will be up to individuals whether they get in contact with you. 
We will not share personal or contact details of any of our supporters, volunteers or 
beneficiaries.  

The Stroke Association does not make any representations about the suitability of its 
networks of individuals affected by stroke for any given project, and cannot 
guarantee that its assistance will lead to the successful recruitment of research 
participants.  

The study sponsor must take responsibility for all participants. The Stroke 
Association accepts no responsibility for participation in any research and therefore 
will not be liable in the event of any claims for negligence, harm or oversight that 
may arise during the course of the research. The researchers and host institution will 
be responsible for ensuring the relevant research governance requirements are 
adhered to. 

 

Guidance for completing the participant recruitment request form 

Failure to follow this guidance will result in a delay to your study information being 
shared 

Plain English description of research (max. 400 words) 

The information in this section of the form will be shared with our networks of people 
affected by stroke so please ensure it is written in plain English, is free from complex 
scientific/medical language and jargon, and that any acronyms used are defined.  

If you are looking to recruit people with aphasia you should ensure that information 
in this section is also provided in an aphasia-friendly format. 

Please include the following information in your description: 

 Study title 
 Need for the research 
 Aims of the research 
 What taking part will involve 
 Participant inclusion/exclusion criteria 
 How the research will benefit people affected by stroke 
 Whether you will cover expenses and/or offer payment to participants. 
 What to do/who to contact if you are interested in taking part 

Details of research project 

Ethical approval 



 Please provide information about who has granted or will grant ethical 
approval for this research, for example HRA, University ethics committee etc. 

 You can return the request form before you have received ethical approval for 
the research. We will review your form and provide confirmation in principle 
that we’re happy to share information about the research upon receipt of proof 
of ethical approval. We will not share any information about your study before 
we have received proof of ethical approval. 

Recruitment dates 

 Please include the start and end dates for participant recruitment.  
 We are unable to support requests submitted less than four weeks before the 

recruitment deadline. 

Will participant expenses be reimbursed? 

 We strongly advise that you cover reasonable out of pocket expenses that 
participants may incur, such as travelling to study appointments. 

Participants 

Please describe any inclusion or exclusion criteria.  

 Please indicate a minimum/maximum time post-stroke for participants (if 
applicable) and whether people with aphasia can take part. 

Where in the country are you looking to recruit participants from?  

 Please be as specific as possible so that we can pass on your request to the 
right people.  

 For example, rather than ‘South West England’ please include specific 
counties/cities. 

Where will the research be taking place? 

 Will participants have to travel to a university, hospital, or community venue?   
 Please note, we would not expect participating in your research study to 

interfere with someone’s attendance at a club or group meeting. If you are 
planning to use a club or group meeting to meet with participants please 
ensure that this is outside of the meeting times – participants should not be 
asked to step away from their group meeting to take part in your study. 

What will taking part involve for participants? 

 Please provide information about what participants will be asked to do, the 
task(s) to be completed, how long participation will take, how many visits will 
be required etc. 



Participant data 

How will you keep personal information about participants safe and what will happen 
to this data once the study has finished? 

 Please include information about where data will be stored (e.g. in a locked 
filing cabinet in building x at my University, in a password protected folder in 
a secure system etc.) 

 Please provide information about how long data will be stored following 
completion of the study, and when it will be destroyed 

Feedback 

 We expect that all participants will be kept up to date on the study’s progress 
and will be sent a plain English summary of the results once the study is 
complete. 

 


