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Dr Stefanie Abel (Clinical Senior Lecturer in Cognitive Neuroscience of Speech 
and Language,Neuroscience and Aphasia Research Unit (NARU), University of 
Manchester) 
Dr. Stefanie Abel is Clinical Senior Lecturer in Cognitive Neuroscience of Speech 
and Language at the Neuroscience and Aphasia Research Unit at the University of 
Manchester. She is Clinical Linguist and Speech and Language Therapist and 
obtained her PhD and postdoctoral lecture qualification (PD) from RWTH Aachen 
University in Germany where she worked as researcher, lecturer, and in clinical 
settings for a total of 14 years. She became a full time Clinical Senior Lecturer with 
teaching and research duties at the University of Manchester in January 2015. Her 
current research focuses on new neuro-linguistic and neuroscience tools and 
methods for diagnosis and intervention in stroke-related language disorders 
(aphasia) and their concomitant symptoms. 
 
Professor Rustam Al-Shahi Salman (Professor of Clinical Neurology, 
University of Edinburgh) 
Rustam Al-Shahi Salman is a professor of clinical neurology at the University of 
Edinburgh and an honorary consultant neurologist in NHS Lothian. He became 
interested in neurology during medical training in Cambridge and was inspired to 
work on common neurological problems by Charles Warlow and the stroke research 
group in Edinburgh, which he joined in 1998 as an MRC clinical training fellow, 
progressing to MRC patient-oriented clinician scientist and senior clinical fellowships 
until 2016. Rustamís clinical and research interests focus on the frequency, 
prognosis, treatment, and pathophysiology of intracranial haemorrhage, using 
research methods such as randomised controlled trials, community- or population-
based cohort and case-control studies, brain banking, and meta-analysis. His clinical 
work includes acute TIA/stroke/thrombolysis services, acute neurology services 
including a rapid access neurology clinic for his local emergency department, and 
specialist outpatient clinics. Rustam was one of the lead authors of The Lancetís 
2014 Series on Increasing Value and Reducing Waste in Research 
(http://www.thelancet.com/series/research and 
http://www.thelancet.com/campaigns/efficiency) and a founding member of the 
REWARD Alliance (http://rewardalliance.net). He has received funding from the 
MRC, British Heart Foundation, Stroke Association, Chest Heart and Stroke 
Scotland, the Chief Scientist Office of the Scottish Government, and GE Healthcare 
(see www.whopaysthisdoctor.org). Rustam welcomes contact from junior doctors 
interested in pursuing independently-funded clinical research fellowships to answer 
important questions about stroke due to any form of intracranial haemorrhage. You 
can follow Rustam on Twitter at @BleedingStroke. 
 
 



 
Professor Heinrich Audebert (Head of Department of Neurology, Campus 
Benjamin Franklin, Charité University Medicine, Berlin) 
Heinrich Audebert is professor at the Center for Stroke Research Berlin (CSB) and 
head of the Department of Neurology, Campus Benjamin Franklin, Charité University 
of Medicine, Berlin, Germany. He initiated and coordinated the Bavarian TeleStroke 
network TEMPiS. This led to improved stroke management in community hospitals, 
safe and more frequent application of IV thrombolysis, and better outcome of 
patients. During his time in London, he established a mobile Telestroke network in St 
Thomas’ hospital. After his move to Berlin in 2008, he is involved in several projects 
of pre-hospital and inpatient stroke care as well as in secondary prevention. His main 
research focus is improvement of different stages of stroke management by 
utilization of innovative concepts including telemedicine. 
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Dr Gargi Banerjee (Clinical Research Associate, UCL Institute of Neurology) 
Dr Gargi Banerjee (MA BMBCh MRCP) is a Clinical Research Associate at the 
Stroke Research Centre, UCL Institute of Neurology, London. She is in the final year 
of her PhD, which is funded by the Rosetrees Trust. Her research focuses on the 
role of cerebral small vessel diseases in stroke and cognitive impairment. As part of 
this, she is co-ordinating a study called “BOCAA” (Biomarkers and Outcomes in 
Cerebral Amyloid Angiopathy). This project aims to identify novel PET-MR, CSF, 
blood and neuropsychological markers for cerebral amyloid angiopathy, as well as 
providing more data on the natural history of the disease.  
 
Professor Philip Bath (Stroke Association Professor of Stroke Medicine, Chair 
and Head of the Division of Clinical Neuroscience, University of Nottingham)     
Philip Bath, FRCP DSc FMedSci, is Stroke Association Professor of Stroke and 
Head of the Division of Clinical Neuroscience at the University of Nottingham, UK, 
and is a National Institutes of Health Research Senior Investigator. He is a 
consultant physician in stroke, and manages inpatients with hyperacute stroke at 
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust. He was the UK Stroke Association’s 
Keynote Lecturer in 2015, and the International Stroke Conference William M 
Feinberg Award Lecturer for Excellence in Clinical Stroke in 2016. 
Prof. Bath’s research interests involve the pathophysiology and management of 
acute stroke, and prevention of stroke and vascular dementia. His particular interests 
relate to blood pressure management, haemostasis, stem cell therapy, and 
treatment of post-stroke dysphagia. He has >350 publications. He was/is Chief 
Investigator of the TAIST (Lancet 2001), ENOS (Lancet 2015), STEPS (Stroke 
2016), PODCAST (PLoSOne 2017), TARDIS and RIGHT-2 multicentre randomised 
controlled trials, has led many single-centre trials, and has/is sits on other Trial 
Steering Committees. He coordinates international collaborations on acute stroke 
blood pressure management, and optimising the design and analysis of trials in 
acute stroke, stroke prevention, and cognition. He also facilitates preclinical studies 
of stroke interventions. 
 
Dr Ajay Bhalla (Consultant Stroke Physician, St Thomas’ Hospital)  
Dr Ajay Bhalla is a Consultant Stroke Physician at Guy’s and St Thomas’ Hospitals, 
Honorary Senior Lecturer at King’s College London and South London Specialty 
Lead for Stroke (Clinical Research Network). His research interests have revolved 
around the natural history of stroke outcomes and processes of stroke care involving 
population based stroke registers. 



 
 
Fran Brander (Consultant Physiotherapist, National Hospital for Neurology & 
Neurosurgery) 
Fran Brander, MSc, Grad Dip Phys, MCSP is a Consultant Physiotherapist at The 
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery. She trained at Guy’s Hospital 
School of Physiotherapy and obtained her MSc in Advanced Neurophysiotherapy at 
UCL. She is clinical lead physiotherapist for hyper-acute stroke, acute brain injury 
and Neurorehabilitation services, specialising in complex inpatient and stroke 
rehabilitation with a special interest in upper limb rehabilitation. 
 
 
C 
 
Dr Peii Chen (Research Scientist, Kessler Foundation, United States of 
America) 
Trained as an experimental cognitive psychologist, Dr. Chen started out her 
postdoctoral career in 2007 and became a neurorehabilitation scientist with the focus 
on spatial cognition and its disorders after brain injury, especially stroke.  In 2009, 
she started her current position as Research Scientist at the Kessler Foundation, a 
non-for-profit organization focused on rehabilitation science that improves lives of 
people with disabilities.  Dr. Chen has published 27 peer-reviewed journal articles 
with topics ranging from the neural networks, mechanistic theories, to clinical impact 
of spatial neglect.  Motivated by first-hand working experience with brain injury 
survivors and their family members, she gradually expanded her work to patient-
centered rehabilitation outcome and family caregiver burden and stress.  Her study 
findings have become her voice advocating for better rehabilitation healthcare and 
family caregiver support.  
Dr. Chen leads the design and development of two tools for clinical use, one for 
assessing spatial neglect and the other for treating it.  Conventional tests for spatial 
neglect may not be directly translatable to clinical settings.  She led the effort 
developing an assessment process helping examiners to measure the severity of 
spatial neglect during activities of daily living.  Hundreds of clinicians and students 
have been trained in using the Kessler Foundation Neglect Assessment Process 
(KF-NAP™) through in-person trainings or the KF-NAP Tutorial Video, which has 
been available online since May 2015.  As to the treatment tool, she has led the 
effort producing the manual of the Kessler Foundation Prism Adaptation Treatment 
(KF-PAT™) and developing the treatment kit that is portable and clinically feasible. 
 
 
D  
 
Professor Martin Dennis (Professor of stroke medicine & consultant stroke 
physician, University of Edinburgh / Edinburgh hospitals) 
Professor Martin Dennis moved from Oxford to Edinburgh in 1990 to take up a 
consultant post. His role was to establish a specialist stroke service based on his 
knowledge of stroke gained working on the Oxfordshire Community Stroke Project. 
Since then he has been promoted to a Chair of stroke medicine and is the Lead 
clinician for stroke services for Lothian. He currently chairs the National Advisory 
Committee for Stroke which provides advice to the Scottish Government Health 
Department and is the clinical lead for the Scottish Stroke Care Audit. He has been 
Chief investigator of several Multicentre RCTs – the completed FOOD and CLOTS 
trials and the ongoing FOCUS trial. He was a founding member of BASP and its first 
president. 

https://neurotree.org/beta/inst.php?locid=5182


 
 
Dr Fergus Doubal (Stroke Association, Garfield Weston Foundation Senior 
Clinical Lecturer) 
Fergus is a senior lecturer and consultant stroke physician in the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh.  His research interests are in the field of using brain and retinal imaging 
to better understand the pathophysiology and hence treatment of cerebral small 
vessel disease, assessing and treating cognitive and other psychological stroke 
sequelae and end of life care post stroke.  He is PI for the UK wide LACI-2 
randomised trial assessing nitrates and cilostazol after lacunar stroke which will soon 
start recruiting. 
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Dr Heather Gray (Senior Lecturer,  School of Health and Life Sciences, 
Glasgow Caledonian University) 
Dr Heather Gray trained as a Physiotherapist in Glasgow and worked clinically for 11 
years, primarily in stroke rehabilitation, before moving into higher education in 1999. 
She works currently as Senior Lecturer in Glasgow Caledonian University’s School 
of Health and Life Sciences. 
Heather was the Research Trial Manager for the SOCLE II feasibility study. SOCLE 
II: (Stroke Oral healthCare pLan Evaluation) was a pilot stepped, wedge cluster RCT 
of an enhanced oral health care (OHC) service provision versus usual care. It 
evaluated the clinical and cost effectiveness of a complex OHC intervention versus 
usual care for people in stroke care settings, and explored the relationship between 
stroke associated pneumonia (SAP) and plaque. 
Prior to working on the SOCLE II study, Heather worked as a researcher at the 
University of Glasgow in Public Health and in its Dental School on the HOPSCOTCH 
Study – HPV Oral Prevalence in Scotland.  
 
Alex Green (Orthoptist in Stroke Care, Betsi Cadwaladr University Health 
Board) 
Alex Green is  an Orthoptist at Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board who 
provides the Orthoptic Stroke Service for the East of the Trust. He originally qualified 
as an Orthoptist from Liverpool University in 2009. He is currently a member of the 
BIOS Stroke and Neuro SIG steering committee.   
 
 
H 
 
Professor Maree Hackett (Professor of Epidemiology, UCLAN, Acting Director, 
Neurological & Mental Health Division, The George Institute for Global Health, 
UNSW) 
Associate Professor Maree Hackett is Acting Director of the Neurological and Mental 
Health Division at The George Institute for Global Health in Sydney Australia and 
Professor of Epidemiology in the Faculty of Health and Wellbeing at The University 
of Central Lancashire, in the United Kingdom. Maree leads a program of research 
focusing on developing simple, cost effective strategies (which can be integrated 
with other secondary prevention strategies) to prevent depression and significantly 
improve the outcome for people with cardiovascular disease. 
 
 
 



 
Dr Ulrike Hammerbeck (Research Physiotherapist, University of Manchester) 
Ulrike Hammerbeck completed her PhD investigating learning mechanisms in 
chronic stroke survivors at the Institute of Neurology, University College London 
under Prof. John Rothwell, in 2015.  She has since been awarded a Stroke 
Association post-doctoral fellowship in which she is investigating proximal arm 
recovery processes in the acute period after stroke. 
 
Ulrike is interested in recovery mechanism of function after neurological insult. Her 
research investigates the effect of training not only on movement performance but 
also on cortico-spinal connectivity. 
 
Dr Kate Holmes (Assistant Director of Research, Stroke Association) 
Dr Kate Holmes is the Assistant Director of Research at the Stroke Association. Her 
career began with a PhD and Post-doc in Molecular Microbiology followed by a move 
to work in clinical gastric cancer research in Dublin, Ireland in 2006. Since 2010, 
Kate has worked in research strategy and research funding programme 
management. Since joining the Stroke Association in 2014, she has been 
responsible for overseeing and delivering the Stroke Association’s 2014-19 
Research Strategy. This has most notably involved setting up a new Lectureship 
programme and a new Priority Awards Programme. Kate has worked in collaboration 
with researchers, clinicians and people affected by stroke to establish priorities for 
funding into areas of unmet need in stroke. Most recently, this has resulted in a joint 
programme in partnership with British Heart Foundation and Alzheimer’s Society to 
fund over £2M into vascular dementia research. 
 
Dr  Kimberly Hreha (Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of Washington, United 
States of America) 
Dr. Hreha is an occupational therapist with 11 years of experience at the Kessler 
Institute for Rehabilitation (KIR). Over the past 4 years, Dr. Hreha serves as the 
Stroke Clinical Research Coordinator at KIR. In this role, she has closely 
collaborated with Kessler Foundation’s stroke department, helping to integrate 
research into clinical practice. Some of her responsibilities include conducting staff 
education, training staff on research protocols, leading research/outcomes 
committee meetings, completing the assessment/interventions for specific research 
studies, and managing many of the prospective stroke research projects. One of her 
work tasks she enjoys most is helping clinicians start their own research projects at 
KIR.  
Dr. Hreha’s work and publications primarily focus on stroke survivors with spatial 
neglect; she is a recognized clinical specialist in this area at Kessler. This clinical 
work has led her to co-develop the Kessler Foundation Neglect Assessment Process 
(KF-NAP), a neglect assessment process used to administer the Catherine Bergego 
Scale. Also, she is the co-investigator on intervention studies to remediate neglect. 
These efforts include collaboration on 9 peer-reviewed publications and 
presentations at over 50 scientific conferences. She is currently serves as co-chair of 
the Vision Taskforce for the American Congress for Rehabilitation Medicine.  
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Stevie Johnson (Clinical Lead, Royal National Institute of Blind People)  
Mrs Stevie Johnson is a member of RNIB's Eye Clinic Support Services team, 
working to improve the quality and impact of services for people affected by sight 
loss. The team work to ensure practical and emotional support is available to anyone 
affected by sight loss across the UK.  Stevie and her team provide training and 
networking for the increasing numbers of ECLO's (Eye Clinic Liaison Officers) who 
offer support and onward referrals to patients in Eye Departments. Before joining 
RNIB Stevie worked as an Orthoptist & Low Vision Therapist in the north of England 
 
Professor Fiona Jones (Professor of Rehabilitation Research, St Georges 
University of London and Kingston University) 
Fiona is Professor of Rehabilitation Research at St George’s University of London 
and Kingston University, and the founder and CEO of ‘Bridges self-management’. 
She was previously the Chief Investigator for SESAME- a cluster feasibility trial to 
test Bridges within stroke teams in London. Since developing the Bridges 
programme she has also carried out studies to explore self-management support for 
people with acquired brain injury and long term neurological conditions as well as 
exploring professional attitudes and factors influencing sustainability of using 
programmes within rehabilitation. Fiona has published several articles on self-
management and self-efficacy, currently supervises a number of doctoral students 
who are carrying out research related to self-management. Fiona is also the Chief 
investigator for an NIHR funded study, ‘CREATE’ which started in January 2016 and 
uses Experience–Based Co-Design to explore ways to increase therapeutic activity 
in stroke units. In 2009 Fiona received the life after stroke award for excellence from 
the UK Stroke Association and in 2011 she was made a Fellow of the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapists. Fiona was the President of the UK Association of 
Physiotherapists in Neurology from 2013-2017. She received an MBE for services to 
stroke rehabilitation in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2017. 
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Dr Andy Kerr (Lecturer, Biomedical Engineering, University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow) 
After qualifying in 1988 Andy Kerr practised as a physiotherapist in the National 
Health Service for 10 years before undertaking a PhD at the University of 
Nottingham and then Glasgow Caledonian University where he also worked as a 
lecturer, teaching biomechanics, exercise therapy and paediatrics. In 2010 he joined 
the Biomedical Engineering Department at Strathclyde University to conduct clinical 
research in the area of stroke rehabilitation and has been awarded several grants in 
this area. His primary motivation in research is the understanding of human 
movement and its recovery after stroke. Specifically his interests lie in how 
individuals with impaired movement transition between movement patterns.  
 
Dr Lisa Kidd (Reader, Robert Gordon University) 
Dr Lisa Kidd is Reader in the School of Nursing and Healthcare at the University of 
Glasgow.  Lisa is a nurse by background with research interests and expertise in 
stroke self-management, person-centred care and implementation science.  Lisa’s 
programme of research focusses on supporting people with stroke to engage in self-

http://www.rgu.ac.uk/dmstaff/kidd-lisa/


management and supporting stroke practitioners to implement and embed self-
management support in their practice and service provision. 
 
Professor Hermano Igo Krebs (Ph.D. IEEE Fellow. MIT, Mechanical Engineering 
Department) 
Dr. Hermano Igo Krebs has been a Principal Research Scientist and Lecturer at 
MIT’s Mechanical Engineering Department since 1997. He also holds an affiliate 
position as an Adjunct Professor at University of Maryland School of Medicine, 
Department of Neurology, and as a Visiting Professor at Fujita Health University, 
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (Japan), at University of 
Newcastle, Institute of Neuroscience (UK), at Osaka University, Mechanical Science 
and Bioengineering Department (Japan), and at Loughborough University, 
Rehabilitation Robotics of The Wolfson School of Mechanical, Electrical, and 
Manufacturing Engineering (UK). He is a member of the Collegio dei Docenti of the 
PhD programme in Biomedical Engineering of the University Campus Bio-Medico of 
Rome, Italy. He is a Fellow of the IEEE. Dr. Krebs was nominated by two of IEEE 
societies: IEEE-EMBS (Engineering in Medicine & Biology Society) and IEEE-RAS 
(Robotics and Automation Society) to this distinguished engineering status “for 
contributions to rehabilitation robotics and the understanding of neuro-rehabilitation.”  
His work goes beyond Stroke and has been extended to Cerebral Palsy for which he 
received “The 2009 Isabelle and Leonard H. Goldenson Technology and 
Rehabilitation Award,” from the Cerebral Palsy International Research Foundation 
(CPIRF). In 2015, he received the prestigious IEEE-INABA Technical Award for 
Innovation leading to Production “for contributions to medical technology innovation 
and translation into commercial applications for Rehabilitation Robotics.” His goal is 
to revolutionize the way rehabilitation medicine is practiced today by applying 
robotics and information technology to assist, enhance, and quantify rehabilitation. 
He was one of the founders, member of the Board of Directors, and the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Interactive Motion Technologies from 1998 to 2016. He 
successfully merged it with Bionik Laboratories, a publicly traded company, where he 
served as its Chief Science Officer and as a member of the Board of Directors until 
July 2017. 
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Professor Alex Leff (Professor of Cognitive Neurology, Institute of Neurology, 
UCL) 
I am Professor of Cognitive Neurology and an Honorary Consultant Neurologist at 
Queen Square. My main clinical and academic interest is in cognitive rehabilitation, 
especially in the field of acquired language disorders. I am developing mechanistic 
accounts of how cognitive disorders can be improved by different types of therapy, 
both pharmacological and behavioural, using functional and structural brain imaging. 
I have developed three web-based rehabilitation tools that can be used to by 
therapists and patients with hemianopia, and am working on four other electronic 
therapy projects sponsored by the MRC, NIHR and The Stroke Association.  I think 
that web-based applications are a good way to make scientifically proven 
behavioural therapies available to suitable patients and their therapists. 
At the National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery I run a specialist out-patient 
MDT assessment clinic for patients with hemianopia and/or higher disorders of 
vision. 
Publications 
http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=uwZaCzQAAAAJ&hl=en 

http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=uwZaCzQAAAAJ&hl=en


Academic website 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/aphasialab/alex/home.html 
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Professor Jane Marshall (Professor, University of London)   
Jane Marshall qualified as a speech and language therapist in 1987. She worked in 
the aphasia unit of an acute hospital for three years before undertaking a PhD 
exploring sentence processing impairments in aphasia. Her subsequent research 
has investigated numerous aspects of aphasia, including jargon aphasia, aphasia in 
bilingual speakers and in Deaf users of British Sign Language. All her research 
places a strong emphasis on the clinical needs of people with aphasia and their 
remediation. Many of her current studies are investigating technological applications 
in aphasia therapy, with explorations of both mainstream and bespoke technologies. 
In 2007 Jane won the Robin Tavistock Award for her work in Aphasia, and in 2009 
she was made a Fellow of the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists. 
 
Professor Nick Miller (Professor of Motor Speech Disorders, University of 
Newcastle) 
Nick Miller is a speech and language therapist by background and currently 

Professor of Motor Speech Disorders at the University of Newcastle. He worked for 

many years as a clinician in hospitals and community clinics. More recently he has 

been a lecturer and researcher in the speech-language sciences department in 

Newcastle, where his main areas of interest include the nature and impact of voice 

and speech impairments after stroke and in neurodegenerative conditions. He has 

been member of several national and international advisory boards in the field.  

Claire Mitchell (Research Speech and Language Therapist, University of 
Manchester)   
Claire Mitchell has worked as a speech and language therapist with adults who have 
neurologically acquired communication and swallowing problems,for 20 years in the 
NHS. She has also worked at the University of Manchester as a clinical lecturer for 
10 years. In 2014 she was awarded an NIHR doctoral research fellowship which she 
has just completed. This research has looked at using technology to support speech 
rehabilitation after stroke. Claire is particularly keen to promote the need for more 
research into dysarthria after stroke and to work collaboratively with those affected.  
 
Professor Reg Morris (Clinical Psychologist, Cardiff University/Cardiff & Vale 
UHB) 
Reg Morris is a clinical psychologist who has worked clinically in the area of stroke in 
England and Wales since 1996. He is active in stroke research and has was a co-
author of ‘The psychological management of stroke’ (Wiley International, 2012) and 
has recently published a self-management guide for psychological aspects of stroke 
that is listed on the book prescription scheme in England (Rebuilding your life after 
stroke—Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2017). He has published articles on screening 
for depression and anxiety, stroke survivor and carer experiences of services, post-
traumatic adjustment and identity change after stroke and the delivery of 
psychological care. He is employed by Cardiff and Vale UHB and has an honorary 
chair at Cardiff University. 
 
 
 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/aphasialab/alex/home.html


Professor Keith Muir (SINAPSE Professor of Clinical Imaging & Consultant 
Neurologist, University of Glasgow) 
Professor Keith Muir is a stroke neurologist, training in acute stroke & neurology in 
Glasgow and leading clinical stroke research at the Institute of Neurological 
Sciences initially as Senior Lecturer in Neurology from 2001-09, and since 2009 as 
SINAPSE Chair of Clinical Imaging. Main scientific interests include the application 
of advanced brain imaging to clinical trials as a tool for translational research, 
including trials of thrombolysis, thrombectomy, physiological management, stem cell 
therapy, and novel imaging methods. He was Chief Investigator for the PISTE 
(Pragmatic Ischaemic Thrombectomy Evaluation) trial, and WAKE-UP and 
NAVIGATE-ESUS trials, and is the chief investigator of the ATTEST-2, PRACTISE, 
MEDIS and PISCES trials. 
 
Josh Murphy (Stroke Training Officer, Stroke Association)    
Josh Murphy is a Stroke Education and Training Officer who delivers professional, 
evidence-based stroke training packages and accredited qualifications to health and 
social care professionals. Having trained as a Speech and Language Therapist, he 
has worked with stroke survivors for the last 5 years, in a number of different Stroke 
Association community support roles. He is an enthusiastic and passionate trainer 
who is committed to delivering the Stroke Association’s ambition that stroke 
survivors receive high quality care from a skilled and well-trained health and social 
care workforce. 
 
 
P  
 
Dr Rebecca Palmer (Senior lecturer, University of Sheffield) 
Rebecca is a speech and language therapist by background specialising in stroke 
care. She gained her PhD from the University of Sheffield in 2005 on the topic of 
computerised treatment for dysarthria. She is an author of the second edition of the 
Frenchay Dysarthria Assessment (2008). Rebecca was an NIHR senior clinical 
lecturer from 2012-2017 and is the chief investigator of the NIHR HTA funded 
multicentre computer aphasia project Big CACTUS. She has recently completed a 
study funded by NIHR i4i as a collaborator to design and test an app for articulation 
for use in dysarthria. Rebecca is currently the trustee for Research and Development 
for the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists. 
 
Dr Anthony Pereira (Consultant Neurologist, St George’s Hospital)  
Dr Pereira trained in medicine at Cambridge and in neurology in London. He is a 
consultant neurologist and stroke physician at St George’s Hospital. He is a member 
of the neurology and stroke SACs and helps run a large neurology and stroke 
training programme at St. George’s. 
 
Dr Sue Pownall (Head of Speech and Language Therapy & Clinical Lead in 
Dysphagia, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust) 
Sue Pownall is Head of the Speech and Language Therapy Service in Sheffield 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and an Honorary Professor at Sheffield 
Hallam University. Sue has worked as a Speech and Language Therapist in 
Sheffield for over 20 years. Her clinical specialism is in the area of dysphagia and 
she has extensive experience of working with patients who present with dysphagia 
resulting from a range of medical conditions, across clinical pathways and from both 
acute and community settings.  Sue is an active researcher with an interest in 
assessment and treatment interventions for dysphagia, health service research, 
implementation of research into clinical practice and educational approaches to skill 



sharing across professional boundaries.  Sue is currently leading a study around 
optimising nutrition and hydration for residents with dysphagia in the care home 
setting.  
 
Dr David Punt (Senior Lecturer, School of Sport, Exercise and Rehabilitation 
Sciences, University of Birmingham) 
David qualified as a physiotherapist (1990) and then worked in the National Health 
Service for many years, specializing in stroke rehabilitation. He completed an MSc in 
Clinical Neuroscience (1998) and a PhD in Experimental Psychology (2004).  He 
was appointed Senior Lecturer in the School of Sport, Exercise and Rehabilitation 
Sciences at the University of Birmingham in October 2013.  David is interested in 
both the cognitive and motor difficulties that can arise following stroke and how these 
affect how people move and function; he has a particular interest in the neglect 
syndrome.  He undertakes experimental research that aims to understand related 
difficulties and support the development of rehabilitative strategies to help people 
overcome them. He continues to work as a physiotherapist, currently as part of the 
inpatient stroke rehabilitation team in south Birmingham. 
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Professor Thompson G Robinson (Head of Department of Cardiovascular 
Sciences and Professor of Stroke Medicine, University of Leicester) 
Tom Robinson undertook his medical training in Nottingham, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
and Leicester, and is currently Head of the Department of Cardiovascular Sciences 
and Professor of Stroke Medicine at the University of Leicester, and also an 
Honorary Consultant Physician in Stroke Medicine for University Hospitals of 
Leicester NHS Trust. He was appointed an NIHR Senior Investigator in April 2016. 
His other responsibilities include: Chair of the Membership Committee of the 
European Stroke Organisation, President Elect of the British Association of Stroke 
Physicians, and National Specialty Lead for Stroke for the NIHR Clinical Research 
Network. His research interests include acute stroke trials in blood pressure and 
thrombolysis management, and cerebral haemodynamic studies during acute and 
recovery stroke.   
 
Professor Christine Roffe (Professor of Stroke Medicine, Royal Stoke 
University Hospital) 
Christine Roffe is a stroke physician at the Royal Stoke University Hospital and 

Professor of Stroke Medicine at Keele University. She leads the National Institute for 

Health Research  Hyperacute Stroke Research Centre Oversight Group and is an 

executive member of the British Association of Stroke Physicians. Her key research 

interests are acute and hyperacute interventions for stroke, and the prevention of 

stroke complications, such as hypoxia and pneumonia. She is the chief investigator for 

the Metoclopramide and Selective Oral Decontamination for the Prevention of 

Pneumonia (MAPS-2 trial) and national chief investigator for ECASS-4 and Daiichi 

ASSENT hyperacute stroke trials.   

 
Dr Matthew Rudd (ST7 Stroke Medicine / Geriatric Medicine / GIM, Health 
Education North East  / Northumbria Healthcare NHS FT)  
Matthew Rudd is an ST7 trainee in Geriatric Medicine / Stroke Medicine and General 
Internal Medicine in the Health Education North East Region.  He has an interest in 



pre-hospital stroke assessment and health professional education.  He published a 
systematic review of stroke recognition instruments in 2015. 
 
S 
 
Dr Lesley Scobbie (HRH The Princess Margaret Stroke Association Clinical 
Lecturer, Glasgow Caledonian University) 
Lesley is an occupational therapist with over 20 years clinical experience gained in 
both the UK and USA. During this time she has developed expertise in multi-
disciplinary stroke rehabilitation both in hospital and community settings.  Lesley’s 
research has focused on developing a theory and evidence-based approach to goal 
setting and action planning in community based stroke rehabilitation settings. Lesley 
currently holds a clinical academic post. She works as an Occupational Therapist in 
a community rehabilitation team in NHS Forth Valley providing direct patient care to 
stroke survivors and their carers. She is also the recipient of a Stroke Association 
Clinical Lectureship award which funds her continued research activity, hosted within 
Glasgow Caledonian University. 
 
Professor Craig Smith (Professor of Stroke Medicine, Manchester Academic 
Health Science Centre, University of Manchester and Salford Royal NHS 
Foundation Trust) 
Craig is Professor of Stroke Medicine in the Cardiovascular Domain of the 
Manchester Academic Health Science Centre (MAHSC), University of Manchester, 
and is based at the Greater Manchester Comprehensive Stroke Centre at Salford 
Royal. He trained in the North West of England, which included a Stroke Association 
Clinical Training Fellowship in Stroke Medicine. He received his MD from the 
University of Manchester following a period of research in the field of inflammation 
and cerebrovascular disease. 
His research is focused on the role of infection, inflammation and immune-responses 
in cerebrovascular disease. Current research includes clinical and biomarker-based 
approaches to risk-stratification of stroke-associated pneumonia (SAP); novel 
diagnostic approaches to SAP (including thoracic imaging and inflammation-immune 
biomarkers); characterisation, regulation and significance of innate cellular immune-
responses and inflammation in stroke; prevention of SAP based on stroke unit care 
processes and interventions targeting oral hygiene, dysphagia/aspiration and 
immune-suppression. 
 
Dr Daniel Smith (Associate Professor in the Department of Psychology, 
Durham University) 
I’m an Associate Professor of Psychology at Durham University. My research 
examines the interaction between the motor system, specifically the eye-movement 
system, vision and cognitive functions such as attention. My goal is to understand 
how activity in the motor system helps shape competition between different 
representations in the visual system to determine which sensory signals are actually 
perceived. As a member of the Durham Reading and Exploration (DREX)  team I 
seek to leverage these theoretical developments into novel techniques for the 
rehabilitation of neurological disorders such as hemianopia and hemineglect. For 
example, in the last 10 years our work on compensatory training for hemianopia has 
developed from lab based studies to a freely available training app. I use a variety of 
techniques, including neuropsychological studies of people with brain injuries, lab-
based studies with healthy participants, eye-tracking and neurostimulation (TMS / 
TDCS). You can follow my progress on twitter @AttentionLab. 
 
 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/psychology/research/drex/


Dr Louise Southern (Stroke Fellow, Northumbria NHS Trust) 

Louise Southern is a Specialist Registrar in Care of the Elderly, currently completing 
her Fellowship in Stroke Medicine. She also has an interest in medical education, 
and worked on policy initiatives for improving postgraduate medical and nursing 
training as a Keogh Fellow at Health Education England. She trained at Oxford, and 
has subsequently worked in London, New Zealand and more recently the north east 
of England where she lives with her husband and son. She is currently based at 
Northumbria Trust. 
 
Dr Shirley Thomas (Associate Professor in Rehabilitation Psychology, 
University of Nottingham) 
Shirley Thomas is an Associate Professor in Rehabilitation Psychology and Course 
Director of the MSc in Rehabilitation Psychology in the Division of Rehabilitation & 
Ageing, School of Medicine at the University of Nottingham. Her main research 
interest is in the psychological aspects of stroke, particularly the assessment and 
treatment of mood problems following stroke. She completed a multicentre 
randomised controlled trial of behaviour therapy to treat low mood in people who 
have aphasia following a stroke, funded by the Stroke Association (the CALM study). 
She is currently leading an NIHR-HTA funded feasibility trial of behavioural activation 
for post-stroke depression (the BEADS study). She is a collaborator on a range of 
other studies including a biopsychosocial intervention for stroke carers, solution 
focused brief therapy for people with aphasia and peer befriending for people with 
aphasia. 
 
Professor Roland Veltkamp (Professor of Neurology, Imperial College, 
London)  
Roland Veltkamp is Professor of Neurology and Sobell Chair of Stroke Medicine at 
Imperial College London. After attending medical school at RWTH Aachen, he 
received his neurology training at the universities in Munich and Heidelberg, 
Germany, where he became vice-department chair in 2009. Ever since an NIH 
funded research fellowship with Prof. James Toole at Wake Forest University School 
of Medicine his clinical focus has been on emergency and intensive care 
management of acute stroke as well as stroke prevention in cardiac disorders. He 
has vast experience in the use of oral anticoagulants and leads on the RASUNOA 
studies investigating the management of anticoagulant-related ischaemic and 
haemorrhagic strokes. His work has also introduced new diagnostic tools for 
detection of atrial fibrillation in stroke patients on the stroke unit. His translational 
stroke research group has a specific interest in the immunology of stroke, and his 
laboratory work has led to an ongoing clinical stroke trial program targeting 
lymphocytes. Prof Veltkamp has published more than 150 original articles and 
reviews in peer reviewed journals including Nature Medicine. He currently serves as 
a member of the Board of Directors of the World Stroke Organisation and as a 
scientific panel co-chair in Translational Neurology in the European Academy of 
Neurology. 
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Professor Frederike van Wijck (Professor in Neurological Rehabilitation, 
Glasgow Caledonian University) 
Frederike is a movement scientist with a qualification in physiotherapy from The 
Netherlands. She is a professor in Neurological Rehabilitation at Glasgow 
Caledonian University (GCU).  She is co-lead of the Living with Stroke and other 



long-term neurological conditions Research Group at GCU, research lead and 
founding member of the Scottish Stroke Allied Health Professions Forum, secretary 
of the Society for Research in Rehabilitation and president of the European Forum 
for Research in Rehabilitation. Frederike’s research focuses on functional recovery 
after stroke.  She is particularly interested in the use of skill acquisition strategies 
(from mental practice to fitness training) to improve functional recovery. She finds 
endless inspiration in the Scottish outdoors for acquiring new motor skills (through 
trial - but mostly through error). 
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Professor Marion Walker ( MBE, PhD, MPhil, Dip COT FRCOT) 
Marion Walker is Professor of Stroke Rehabilitation and Associate Pro Vice 
Chancellor for Equality, Diversity and Inclusion at the University of Nottingham. She 
has served as Chair (UK Stroke Forum, Stroke Association Strategic Research 
Board), President of learned societies (UK Society for Rehabilitation Research) and 
Associate Director for Rehabilitation and Portfolio Development of the UK Stroke 
Research Network (2005-2015).   
Marion has a strong research portfolio covering a wide area of local, national and  
international research projects. She is a strong advocate of patient partnership and is 
a Trustee of the Stroke Association 
She is an NIHR Senior Investigator and was awarded an MBE in the Queens New 
Year Honours list 2012 for her service to stroke rehabilitation and stroke survivors. 
Marion is an international advisor for stroke and stroke rehabilitation research in 
Sweden, Norway and Australia and currently holds honorary professorial positions 
University of Gothenburg and the University of Queensland. 
 
Dr Mary Walsh (Postdoctoral Research Fellow and Honorary Lecturer in 
Physiotherapy, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland) 
Dr Mary Walsh is currently a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the HRB Centre for 
Primary Care Research and is an Honorary Lecturer in the School of Physiotherapy, 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. Her current research interests encompass 
stroke recovery and the improvement of health outcomes at a health system level 
with a focus on older adults. She graduated from University College Dublin in 2009 
with a BSc in Physiotherapy and gained clinical experience in acute hospitals in 
Vancouver, Canada. On return to Ireland in 2012 she worked in the community 
setting with the brain injury organisation Headway. Mary was awarded funding by the 
Irish Research Council to complete a full-time PhD, graduating in 2016 from RCSI. 
Her thesis explored falls-risk after stroke using both quantitative and qualitative 
methodologies and included the first Irish cohort study to prospectively collect 
information about falls among survivors of stroke. In addition, she has worked on a 
number of national projects in Ireland with Professor Frances Horgan investigating 
long-term needs, community re-integration and return to work after stroke. 
 
Professor Nick Ward (Professor of Clinical Neurology and 
Neurorehabilitation,The National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery & 
UCL Institute of Neurology, Queen Square) 
Nick Ward is a Professor of Clinical Neurology & Neurorehabilitation at UCL Institute 
of Neurology and The National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, Queen 
Square. He is lead of the first dedicated upper limb neurorehabilitation programme in 
the UK. He also runs a research programme using structural and functional brain 
imaging to understand the mechanisms of recovery of movement after stroke so that 
we might predict both optimal treatments of upper limb impairment and long term 



outcomes after stroke. He is Co-editor of the Oxford Textbook of Neurorehabilitation 
and is Associate Editor of both the Journal for Neurology, Neurosurgery and 
Psychiatry and Neurorehabilitation and Neural Repair. 
 
Professor David Werring (Professor of Clinical Neurology and Consultant 
Neurologist) 
David is Professor of Clinical Neurology and Honorary Consultant Neurologist at the 
Stroke Research Centre, UCL Institute of Neurology, Queen Square, and the 
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery (NHNN), University College 
Hospitals (UCH) NHS Foundation Trust. Professor Werring contributes to delivering 
hyperacute and acute stroke care, and runs a specialist clinical service and research 
program in intracerebral haemorrhage and small vessel disease. His projects include 
observational and neuroimaging studies of cardioembolic stroke, cerebral 
microbleeds, intracerebral haemorrhage, subarachnoid haemorrhage, and cerebral 
amyloid angiopathy. He is a member of the Association of British Neurologists Stroke 
Advisory Group, Stroke Specialty Lead for the NIHR North Thames Clinical 
Research Network, Chair of the European Stroke Organization Education 
Committee, Member of the Board of Directors of the European Stroke Organisation, 
and member of the Editorial Board of the recently launched European Journal of 
Stroke. 
 
Professor Phil White (Professor of Interventional and Diagnostic 
Neuroradiology, Newcastle University) 
Phil White holds the Chair of Interventional and Diagnostic Neuroradiology at 
Newcastle University. He is the Co-Principal Investigator of three ongoing 
randomised controlled trials in ischaemic and haemorrhagic stroke amongst a wide 
portfolio of clinical trial and [neuro]imaging research. He represents the Royal 
College of Radiologists on the Intercollegiate Working Party in Stroke 2006-. He 
Chaired the Acute Studies Group of the UK Stroke Research Network 2009-2015. 
He represented the British Society of Neuroradiologists (BSNR) on the National 
Stroke Strategy. He is Northern Region rep on HS England Neurosciences Clinical 
Reference Group and Policy Working Group on Thrombectomy. He sits on the 
BSNR committee. He chairs the European Society of Minimally Invasive 
Neurological Therapy Guidelines Committee and is on the editorial Board of the 
Journal of Neurointerventional Surgery. He sits on the HTA Interventional 
procedures Panel 2015-2019.  
 
Dr William Whiteley (Senior Research Fellow and consultant neurologist, 
University of Edinburgh and NHS Lothian) 
Dr. Will Whiteley is a neurologist and clinical epidemiologist at the University of 
Edinburgh. 
He has used individual patient data meta-analysis of observational and randomised 
studies, systematic review and meta-analysis of study level data, cohort studies, 
predictive modelling, randomised trials, and routinely collected data to address 
stroke prognosis, stratification of stroke treatment, and the role of vascular risk 
factors in stroke prevention. 
 


